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Video

Today is about identifying misinformation and how misinformation originates

Students will:
● Learn the basis of misinformation

○ How misinformation spreads
○ Who spreads misinformation
○ Who creates misinformation

● Gain tips and resources for distinguishing credible information
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Guided Discussion Questions

❏ Have you had an experience with misinformation?
❏ What was the situation?
❏ Did you react? How so?
❏ How did or didn't you know it was misinformation?

This experience-based question has no right or wrong answers! Encourage
students to share, and answer all questions if they are comfortable.

❏ Where do you get your news?
This question has no right or wrong answers! As the facilitator, try to discourage
any judgment of student answers.

❏ How often do you fact check/ confirm news when you see it (as opposed to taking
it at face value)?
This question has no right or wrong answers! The idea is to get students thinking
about how often they exhibit fact-checking behavior.

❏ Think about recent info you saw on social media or an internet source. What steps
can you take to fact check it?
Any steps that students take to fact-check are positive steps! If possible,
emphasize the effectiveness of:

-Checking Currency, Relevance, Authority, Accuracy, and Purpose (CRAAP)
-Searching fact-checking and bias-checking websites

❏ What tells you that a source is credible?
Reliable sources provide thorough, well-reasoned theories, arguments, or
discussions based on strong evidence.
Credible sources include information published in the last 10 years, texts written
by respected authors, information published by educational and governmental
institutions, and academic databases.

❏ What questions should you ask yourself when considering a new piece of
information?
Any questions are good questions! If possible, emphasize the following:

-CRAAP test- Currency, Relevancy, Authority, Accuracy, Purpose
-Who wrote/posted this? What are their credentials?
-What is the goal of this information?
-Is this information fully explained and in context?
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In-Class Activity

Identifying Misinformation Activity

Objective
The objective of this activity is for students to workshop their fact-checking skills and
practice questioning the accuracy of information they come across online or on social
media. Students should leave the activity with questions to ask themselves about the
information they encounter, and methods to help determine the validity of a source. This
activity is not about “right” or “wrong” answers, but about getting students to ask
questions and form fact-checking habits.

Estimated Time
20-30 minutes

Group Size
The class should be broken into groups of 2-4 students for the activity.

Materials needed
Day 2 Worksheet

Instructions
To begin the activity, have students open the Day 2 Worksheet- every student should fill
out the worksheet for this activity, even though they are broken into groups. This
worksheet contains examples of social media posts and information found online that the
students will analyze in their groups. Give students around 10 minutes in their groups to
discuss and fill out the Day 2 Worksheet. The instructor should decide and inform
students if their work will be turned in.

Day 2 Worksheet Answers:
❏ Piece 1- This posting is completely untrue. The post comes from a personal blog

on Tumblr.com, with no credentials, dates, or citations. Even though the content is
written in a confident and believable manner, the information is not at all accurate.
If students look at the site page, the blog is called “facts-i-just-made-up” which is
the key giveaway for this posting.

❏ Piece 2- This posting is completely untrue. The post comes from “Red Wave
2020”, a politically right-leaning Facebook group. The post cites “Wikipedia” as
the source of statistics without providing specific relevant background information,
like dates or locations. Data reported by the FBI and the U.S. Department of
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Justice contradicts this post’s information and the post has been flagged across
Facebook as “false information”.

❏ Piece 3- This article is partly true, but misleading. The article is posted on Business
Insider, a media outlet focused on American financial and business news. The
statistics this article shares are true, but the writer of the article left out key
information. The graph shows the costs of tuition, room, and board increasing at a
much higher rate than bachelor’s degree earnings. The article claims there is no
longer “ubiquitous positive financial return on education”. However, the article fails
to include the statistics for not going to college- earnings without a degree have
diminished even more than earnings with a degree.

❏ Piece 4- This statement is true. Déjà rêvé is french and means “already dreamed.”
This differs from déjà vu which means “already seen.” Déjà rêvé has been used in
various scientific studies to describe the recollection of a specific dream,
reminiscence of a vague dream, or experience in which the subject feels like they
are dreaming. Resource: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6028740/

After the first 10-15 minutes analyzing THiNK-provided material, students should be
instructed to pull up their homework from Day 1 (screenshots of news from social media).
In the same groups, give students another 10 minutes to take turns sharing one
screenshot with the entire group practicing fact-checking on that piece of
news/information. If groups have extra time once every student has shared one
screenshot, instruct them to continue taking turns and sharing screenshots to analyze.
There is no written work for this part of the activity.
Helpful tip: Have students think back to the video and their discussion questions from
earlier, specifically:
❏ What tells you that a source is credible?
❏ Think about recent info you saw on social media or an internet source. What steps

can you take to fact-check it?
❏ What questions should you ask yourself when considering a new piece of

information?
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Day 2 Worksheet

Day 2: Identifying Misinformation Worksheet
Activity begins on the next page.

Helpful tips: Keep the video & discussion pieces in mind, and remember that statistics
can be misleading without context!
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Day 2 Worksheet

Piece 1:

[Please answer the questions on the following page.]
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Day 2 Worksheet

What questions did your group ask to determine the legitimacy of the information? What
aspects of an online source are key indicators of illegitimacy?

Did your group qualify this piece of information as misinformation? Why or why not?
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Day 2 Worksheet

Piece 2:

[Please answer the questions on the following page.]
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Day 2 Worksheet

What questions did your group ask to determine the legitimacy of the information? What
aspects of an online source are key indicators of illegitimacy?

Did your group qualify this piece of information as misinformation? Why or why not?
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Day 2 Worksheet

Piece 3:

For this piece, consider just the screenshot or view the entire article here:
https://www.businessinsider.com/these-two-charts-prove-a-college-education-just-isnt-worth-the-money-an
ymore-2012-6

[Please answer the questions on the following page.]
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Day 2 Worksheet

What questions did your group ask to determine the legitimacy of the information? What
aspects of an online source are key indicators of illegitimacy?

Did your group qualify this piece of information as misinformation? Why or why not?
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Day 2 Worksheet

Piece 4:

“If you have the feeling you’ve experienced an event before in real life, call it déjà vu. If
you feel like you’ve previously experienced an event in a dream instead, there’s a
different term for it: déjà rêvé.”

https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/508255/amazing-facts-people-who-amazing-facts

Do you think this is true? Why or why not?

How could you verify the accuracy/inaccuracy of this information?
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Homework

Analyze Your Echo Chamber

Instructions for students:
Social media is designed to entice you to interact with and reshare information, so the
information that platforms promote to you generally echoes the viewpoints and ideas
that you already ascribe to- whether or not it is fully true!
Social media platforms and search engines can serve as an “echo chamber” where
existing viewpoints/beliefs are reinforced, and alternative ideas are not considered.
Today, spend a few minutes analyzing your social media platforms, and/or online
behaviors. What types of accounts do you follow and interact with? What types of
accounts follow you? How does your social media tailor to your interests? Notice things-
posts, values, interests, viewpoints- that frequently appear as you use your accounts.
Consider what -posts, values, interests, viewpoints- that rarely or do not appear at all.
Write down a few notes about what you notice.
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